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Tara Commerford – Managing Director, GoDaddy 

	

What is your current role and what is your scope? 
 
I’m the Managing Director of GoDaddy Australia & NZ. GoDaddy is the world’s largest 
technology provider dedicated to small businesses.  
I’m responsible for establishing our operations in this region, accelerating business 
growth and promoting GoDaddy’s products and services in ANZ, including domain name 
registrations, websites and SME productivity tools. 

 
What attracted you to a career in ICT? 
 
I’ve worked across a number of industries – starting my career in traditional media in a 
publisher role leading growth into North America and Asia for my then employer, after 
which I made the switch into technology.  
I have over 15 years’ international and commercial experience in the operation, 
management and expansion of companies with a focus on market entry, business 
development, team-building and brand strategy. 
I’ve always gravitated to fast paced roles, out of the box business models and companies 
with an entrepreneurial way of operating - and we see a lot of that in ICT; you get a lot of 
opportunities to build, transform, change and innovate quickly, which is unique to this 
sector.  

 
What has kept you in the ICT industry? 
 
There is so much to love about this industry – the pace of change, problem solving, fast 
decision-making and tangible outputs. I enjoy being in the business of creating 
meaningful technology that actually helps people.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you had any high-points and low-points of your career? If so, can you please 
share? 
 
Highs and lows are inevitable but it’s important to remember the lows can be turned into 
opportunities to learn from and refine for personal and professional growth. I’ve spent 
much of my career in roles building businesses and brands from the ground up.  
Prior to my role at GoDaddy, I was leading LinkedIn’s brand and partnership strategy in 
Australia and Southeast Asia. I was part of the founding team for LinkedIn in Australia in 
2010 so it’s great to be back in startup mode again. 

 
What does work life balance mean to you? 
 
Understanding and accepting that balance isn’t equal. For me, it’s about prioritising every 
day and making sure I find purpose and meaning both at work and outside of it.  
 
What ambitions, either personal or professional do you still want to achieve? 
 
In my role at GoDaddy, I’m currently in build phase with a focus on establishing our 
presence in the local market. I get to work alongside great people, and for a company 
with a vision that I can align to.  
I also serve on the board of a NFP – the parent company of an Employee Assistance 
Program provider. Given most of us spend more than half our waking hours at work, I’m 
passionate about providing people with support within the workplace and empowering HR 
to be equipped to better care for their staff. 
On a personal note, I have a 40 before 40 bucket list that I’m ticking off at the moment!  

 
 

If you were just starting out in your career, what’s the one piece of advice you'd 
give to yourself that’s taken from lessons learnt? Why this advice in particular? 
 
Never think you’re ‘stuck’ in a role or with a company – you have to always find 
opportunities to move, transform & grow. I also think it’s important to work for a company 
that truly appreciates your contribution.  
Watch, observe and consider whether you identify with the company, its leader or their 
business approach and whether it aligns to your values.  

 
Do you have any mantra or vision that you follow or which keeps you focused? 
 
The opening line of Rick Warren’s global bestseller, “The Purpose Driven Life” sums 
things up nicely; “It’s not about you”. It’s about understanding that when you shift your 
focus off yourself to others, you become a better leader, a better person 

 
 

What do you enjoy doing when you’re not at work? 
 
I enjoy spending time in central west NSW where we run an Angus cattle stud. I also 
enjoy serving the community through C3 city church at Darlinghurst.  

 

	


